
Penrhos Polish Village 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

 
Development Questions  
 
Question: Is everything / all buildings going on site?  
Answer: Due to the current layout, condition and refurbishment costs, all 
buildings apart from the church will be removed. This will ensure the 
whole scheme provides energy efficient high-quality homes.  
 
Question: Why does everything have to get demolished? 
Answer: This is primarily due to the fact that it is not financially viable to 
refurbish the existing buildings, even if the efficiency was improved and 
each building was compliant, they still wouldn’t meet current Welsh 
government standards and the various standards that ClwydAlyn build 
homes to regarding living space, accessibility etc. 
 
Question: When will the development start? 
Answer: March 2022 
 
Question: How long will the building / redevelopment work take?  
Answer: The length of the project is dependent on various things, including 
grant availability and planning permission, but we hope to have all the 
lifetime homes completed in approximately 3 years.  
 
At this stage we have no clear timescale for the innovative care model that 
we are scoping with partners, due to the complexity of the project and 
funding required. 
 
Question: Where will I be relocated to when construction works begin on-
site? 
Answer: No one will need to be relocated when the initial construction 
starts, the construction of the properties will be a phased approach, which 
will minimise disruption to existing residents.  
 
Question: What are the plans to construct first? Will there be a phased 
approach? 
Answer: Yes, there will be a phased approach as there are residents still 
living on site. Phase 1 will consist of 44 properties and will be focused on 
the provision of accommodation for current residents 
 
Question: Do you have Architectural drawings of the proposed site? 
Answer: The designs ClwydAlyn currently have for the pre application 
consultation stage are for the social housing. They will be displayed during 
the events on the 9th, 10th and 11th of November 2021 for everyone to see. 
Please see the separate flyer on the housing mix.  
 
Question: What are the approx. properties that will be built on site? 
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Answer: We are looking at building 112 properties / accommodation. These 
properties will be lifetime homes which can be easily adapted to enable 
residents to live independently for as long as possible. 
 
 
Question: Are you allowed to expand the number of properties on this site? 
Answer: The site will be developed under lawful use which matches the 
number of existing buildings and homes.  
 
Question: What type of properties will you build? 
Answer: Lifetime Homes that can be adapted to the changing needs of 
residents. 
All homes will be built as lifetime homes, enabling residents to live 
independently for as long as possible. They will be designed so that they 
are adaptable and responsive to the changing needs of the residents; 
accommodating a range of housing requirements, from individuals and 
families to supported living homes for people with learning disabilities.  
ClwydAlyn will work with partners to identify the housing requirements for 
the area and the homes can be adapted to meet these. 
 
Question: What size bungalows do you build? 
Answer: The sizes of the accommodation depends on the need of the area; 
there’s likely to be a mixture of one and two bedroom.  
 
Question: What is happening to the residents when phasing of the site 
begins? 
Answer: It is planned that everything will remain the same; when work 
begins there will be a construction plan put in place to ensure minimum 
disruption whilst work progresses. 
 
Question: How are the residents expected to move? 
As new homes become available at Penrhos, any residents transferring will 
receive support as required. For example, this could include assistance 
with packing and removals. 
 
Question: How can we help you to gain Planning Permission for this site? 
Answer: There is nothing specifically you can do, but please continue to 
attend these engagement meetings and bring your views and comments. 
This will help ClwydAlyn make sure they have a good planning application, 
which is reflective of this community. 
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Question: What plans do you have regarding ‘future proofing’ of the 
church?  
Answer: The church will remain with no impact from the rest of the 
development; churches are a vital part of any community, especially in this 
village where it is seen as the focal point of the community. There are no 
plans to change this.  
 
Question: Where will the priest live?  
Answer: As with all current residents, the priest will be offered one of the 
new homes built on site.  
 
Question: When will you demolish the friendship hall?  
Answer: As previously discussed, all the older derelict buildings will remain 
as long as they’re safe. We will create a demolition plan as part of the 
construction phase, the friendship hall is likely to be part of phase 1 Mid 
2022.  
 
Question: What services will be on site after development such as 
hairdresser etc? 
Answer: This will depend on the needs and requirements of the residents. 
As an example, in some of our more rural Extra Care schemes, we have 
hair dressers that attends on site once or twice a week. This is a model 
that works well and could be replicated at Penrhos.  
 
Question: Will there be any changes to access on site?   
Answer: There will be no change to access the site, roads will be upgraded 
but access will remain the same.  
 
Question: Will the road be upgraded? 
Answer: The road is privately owned and unfortunately the condition of it 
is out of our control, ClwydAlyn might consider the option to take 
ownership in the future. 
 
Question: Who owns and maintains the main road? 
Answer: The main road is owned privately by the Owen family who own 
most of the land around our site. They are responsible for the maintenance 
of the road, with a shared obligation to contribute by all users. ClwydAlyn 
has met with the Owen family and will be discussing future plans with 
them.  
 
Question: What are your plans about protecting the trees? 
Answer: There’s a large number and variety of trees on site, of various ages 
and condition. The site plans are being developed to avoid any unnecessary 
tree removal, however some removal will be inevitable. As part of 
ClwydAlyn’s environmental strategy, any removal of trees will be carefully 
considered and mitigating measures will be proposed. 
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Question: Who is the Ecologist who is working on this scheme? 
Answer: The ecologist is ‘Indigo Surveys’. 
 
Question: Are you providing garages? 
Answer: At the moment there is no provision for garages. Garages are not 
generally built anymore as they don’t form part of the housing, and they 
increase service charge and maintenance costs.   
 
Question: Will there be an on-site Laundrette room? 
Answer: Each property will have adequate space for washing machines etc 
it is unlikely there will be a laundrette. 
 
Question: What is happening to the existing on-site canteen? 
Answer: At present there are no plans with the canteen it will remain as it 
is. Hopefully, if a care facility progresses this will have a new canteen 
facility.  
 
Question: Will more trees be planted? 
Answer: ClwydAlyn is committed to reducing its carbon footprint and all 
tree removals will have mitigating measures in place, which could include 
replacement trees being planted. We will work with residents to carefully 
think through any plans, as additional work (maintaining more trees etc) 
could have an impact on service charges.   
 
Question: Will there be a communal bin area or individual bins? 
Answer: Where possible there will be individual bins as communal bins in 
the past can be problematic due to mis use, waste segregation, seagulls 
and rats. 
 
Question: Allotments: When will this area be developed?  
Answer: At present there is no requirement to develop this area as it is a 
location for the care facility, which is likely to be 2 to 3 years away. During 
this time ClwydAlyn will look at alternative locations on the site for 
allotments.  
 
Question: What plans are being made for car park facilities? 
Answer: It is likely that each home will have space for carparking either 
within its boundary or in very close proximity.  
 
Question: What sort of community building will we have? 
Answer: This is something that we will be discussing as plans develop and 
ClwydAlyn will work with residents to progress ideas, one option being 
considered is utilising the church as a central focal hub for the community.  
 
Question: Are both grass areas either side of the entrance being built on?  
Answer: The quantity of properties on site will be roughly the same as 
what there is now.  The Welsh Government have many quality standards in 
terms of development that ClwydAlyn will need to comply with; they will 
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be bigger properties.  The properties will be situated over the whole site, 
whilst also minimising the amount of open space that needs managing as 
this would have an impact on service charges in the future.  
 
Question: How many organisations will be involved with the development?  
Answer: ClwydAlyn will lead on the development of the Lifetime homes. 
However, there are many stakeholders involved with shaping the future of 
Penrhos Polish Village.  
 
If the care home and innovative care model goes ahead, it is uncertain how 
or who will develop it; it could be ClwydAlyn or it could be a partnership 
with Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board, Gwynedd Local Authority 
and the Welsh Government. There are many possibilities, and it is too early 
to have a definitive answer.   
 
Question: Are your properties the same everywhere you build or are they 
specific to the area? 
Answer: It is unlikely that two schemes are the same, some may be similar. 
The design will be specific to the area, and as part of the planning process 
ClwydAlyn will design the properties with many considerations in mind 
such as: location, visual aesthetics, neighbouring properties, access and 
egress, site layout, security, energy efficiency. There are many quality 
standards that need to be adhered to, which will also impact how the 
properties look. 
 
Care Questions  
 
Question: Is a Care home really being considered? 
Answer: Yes, although details are very limited at the moment, there is a 
strong support amongst relevant stakeholders for a care facility, but it is 
very much dependent on the availability of funding too. If the care home 
was to proceed, it is likely to be when the general needs properties are 
complete. Care home discussions are separate to the rest of the site 
development and will require a separate business plan. 
 
All partners are committed to exploring an innovative new care model, 
which includes building a new care home on site (subject to planning being 
agreed by key partners and funding secured). 
 
Question: Will there be a provision for dementia residents on site?  
Answer: We are working closely with Gwynedd Council and BCUHB in order 
to ensure that there are provisions for dementia care in the area.  
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Question: How will the care provision be provided in the future during the 
phases and after completion? 
Answer: Care provision is determined by individual assessments carried out 
by Gwynedd County Council. This will continue with no changes at any 
point during the development. Additional support will also remain in place 
via the Penrhos ambulatory service.  
 
Question: Will there be provision for Dementia residents on site? 
Answer:  We are working closely with Gwynedd County Council and BCUHB 
in order to ensure that there are provisions for dementia care in the area.  
 
Question: What is the proposed level of staffing on site in the future? 
Answer: There are currently no proposed changes to staffing levels. Future 
changes will be determined by the level of services provided on site. For 
example, a new care facility would provide a broad range of employment 
opportunities. Outside of any new facility, we are committed to providing 
the appropriate levels of support for residents to maintain their 
independence.  
 
Question: What kind of support will be available on site for residents, will 
it be the same as before?  
Answer: The support for residents will continue as before.  
 
Question: Will there be an Extra Care facility? 
Answer: Discussions with all relevant stakeholders is ongoing and remains 
positive with all parties. However, there is no guarantee, but all partners 
understand that there is a need for care provision on the Llyn Peninsula 
and beyond. 
 
Question: Do ClwydAlyn provide a care only service, e.g. care home? 
Answer: ClwydAlyn have a nursing home in Colwyn Bay named Merton 
Place and a care home in Wrexham (which also caters for people living with 
dementia) in Wrexham.   
 
Question: Are there going to be facilities on site for individuals with 
learning disabilities? 
Answer: Many of the lifetime homes shown on the plan are accessible and 
would be suitable for individuals with learning disabilities.  
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Housing Questions  
 
Question: What demographic are you catering for? 
Answer: As a housing association ClwydAlyn cater for all demographics and 
this site will be led by the need of the local area and Gwynedd. 
 
Question: What will the tenure be?  
Answer: At this early stage it’s really difficult to say and the tenure will be 
dependent on many factors such as need in the area, financial viability etc  
 
Question: How are the new homes going to be allocated? 
Answer: Within the first phase, priority will be given to existing residents 
that currently live on site. This will be determined by each individuals’ 
preferences and needs. Any remaining homes (including future phases) will 
be allocated in line with Gwynedd County Councils allocations policy? 
 
Question: What will the rent be? 
Answer: The cost of rent hasn’t been calculated yet, but a full assessment 
will be done taking into account all aspects, such as size and type of 
property, building efficiency and service charges.  Also, while the design 
team want to maintain the open space, they are also guided to ensure 
grounds maintenance is kept to a minimum due to the impact on rents.  All 
homes will be very energy efficient, which will provide cheaper running 
costs, e.g. heating.  
 
Question: What type of properties will you build? 
Answer: Lifetime Homes that can be adapted to the changing needs of 
residents. 
All homes will be built as lifetime homes, enabling residents to live 
independently for as long as possible. They will be designed so that they 
are adaptable and responsive to the changing needs of the residents; 
accommodating a range of housing requirements, from individuals and 
families to supported living homes for people with learning disabilities.  
ClwydAlyn will work with partners to identify the housing requirements for 
the area and the homes can be adapted to meet these. 
 
Current Residents – Questions  
 
Question: Have ClwydAlyn provided a meaningful resident consultation? 
Answer: ClwydAlyn have held a number of resident meetings / drop-in 
sessions and plan to hold these on an ongoing basis.  
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Question:  I am concerned about elderly residents relocating. What are 
ClwydAlyn plans for this? 
 
Answer: ClwydAlyn understands resident’s concerns and appreciates that 
the prospect of having to move will be daunting. ClwydAlyn will support all 
residents with this and develop a moving plan with each individual and 
provide tailored support depending on their needs and requirements.  
 
Question: Will there be access to and from the caravan site? 
Answer: At the moment there is no discussion about removing this, but it 
can be reviewed in the future.   
 
History of Penrhos Polish Village – Questions  
 
Question: What are your plans regarding the history of the site? 
Answer: There has been an history group formed looking at this and it is 
clearly understood the importance of capturing the site history and having 
a way of accessing that in the future.  
 
It is important that the proud Polish and Welsh heritage at Penrhos is 
preserved and brought to life in the new development, which is why we 
have been spending time talking with residents and others to learn more 
about the history of the site and the stories of the families that have called 
it home over the years.  
 
The aim is to capture these stories in a short film, as well as creating an 
historical timeline of Penrhos Polish Village, identifying significant 
milestones in its history, and preserving important documents and originals 
which we’ll be offering to the Sikorski Institute and Polish Library in 
London.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


